Pentecost Day of Recollection 2020

St Clares
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Here are some passages of Scripture which speak about the Holy Spirit’s presence and work
in our lives. You may find them helpful as a basis for your prayer and reflection.

Thus says the Lord:

‘I will pour out my spirit on all mankind.
Your sons and daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreames,

and your young men see visions.

Even on the slaves, men and women,
will I pour out my spirit in those days.

(Joel 3:1-2)

From the beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great
act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the
Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. For we must be
content to hope that we shall be saved — our salvation is not in sight, we should not have to
be hoping for it if it were — but, as | say, we must hope to be saved since we are not saved
yet — it is something we must wait for with patience.

The Spirit too comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in
order to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put
into words, and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he
means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of
God.

(Romans 8:22-27)

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them,
‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,

so am | sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

(John 20:19-23)



On the last day and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood there and cried out:
‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to me!
Let the man come and drink who believes in me!’
As scripture says: From his breast shall flow fountains of living water.
He was speaking of the Spirit which those who believed in him were to receive; for there
was no Spirit as yet because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

(John 7:37-39)

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard
what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house
in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of
fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of
speech.

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at
this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own
language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are
Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language?
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as
visitors from Rome — Jews and proselytes alike — Cretans and Arabs; we hear them
preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’

(Acts 2:1-11)

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with God, since
it is by faith and through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in which we can
boast about looking forward to God’s glory. But that is not all we can boast about; we can
boast about our sufferings. These sufferings bring patience, as we know, and patience brings
perseverance, and perseverance brings hope, and this hope is not deceptive, because the
love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us.

(Romans 5:1-5)

But still we have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of
our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. The
hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined
to be for our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age
have ever known, or they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what
scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the
mind of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him. These are the very things
that God has revealed to us through the Spirit.

(1 Corinthians 2:6-10)



Bless the Lord, my soul!

Lord God, how great You are,

How many are Your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of Your riches.

You take back Your Spirit, they die,
Returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth Your spirit, they are created;
And You renew the face of the earth.

May the glory of the Lord last for ever!
May the Lord rejoice in His works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to Him.

| find my joy in the Lord.

From Psalm 103(104)

If you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch you. When self-indulgence is at work the
results are obvious: fornication, gross indecency and sexual irresponsibility; idolatry and
sorcery; feuds and wrangling, jealousy, bad temper and quarrels; disagreements, factions,
envy; drunkenness, orgies and similar things. | warn you now, as | warned you before: those
who behave like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. What the Spirit brings is very
different: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-
control. There can be no law against things like that, of course. You cannot belong to Christ
Jesus unless you crucify all self-indulgent passions and desires.

Since the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit.

(Galatians 5:18-25)

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the Spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,

his sentences bring death to the wicked.

(Isaiah 11:1-4)



